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Foreign ministers and presidents of 11 member-nations of the Rio Group convened in Cartagena,
Colombia, on Nov. 28-Dec. 3. In addition, Costa Rica represented Central America, and Jamaica, the
Caribbean, at the meetings. Statements on Cuba are summarized below. Nov. 28: Organization of
American States (OAS) Secretary General Joao Baena Soares said the OAS should consider lifting
suspension of Cuban participation. Nov. 29: Costa Rican Foreign Minister Bernard Niehaus told
reporters in Cartagena that Central American governments will condition Cuban involvement in
the inter-American system on demonstrated progress toward democratization. Dec. 1: Costa Rican
President Rafael Calderon said, "We are not going to accept Cuba into the OAS until there is a
democratic regime in power, which guarantees freedom and respect for human rights." Calderon
emphasized the need for international pressure to promote democratic change in Cuba. Dec. 2:
Foreign ministers issued a statement calling on Cuba and the US reduce bilateral tensions as a
means to strengthen regional stability. Argentine President Carlos Menem told reporters that
Fidel Castro must hold "free elections" in order "to avoid a tragedy that we will all regret later."
He supported conditioning OAS participation on Cuban progress in democratization. He said
Argentina will use all available political means in international forums to convince the Cuban
government to implement democratic reforms. Venezuelan President Carlos Andres Perez said the
"rigidity of the conflict" between Washington and Havana" is damaging to Latin American interests.
He said, "The US must end the blockade and Cuba must allow a democratic opening." Perez
expressed concern that Castro could resort to increased authoritarianism in the face of increased
international pressure. He added, "If we don't leave a door open to Cuba, everything could end in a
blood bath." Brazilian President Fernando Collar de Mello said he was opposed to exerting pressure
for democratization on Cuba, since such question is "for the Cuban people and their government
alone to resolve." Bolivian President Jaime Paz Zamora also opposed using pressure, emphasizing
that democratization is a domestic issue. In a letter to the 13 nations in Cartagena, exiled members
of the Cuban opposition requested that the presidents influence Fidel Castro in favor of a peaceful
democratic transition in order to avoid the potential for civil war or US military intervention. The
letter requested that Latin American governments mediate the conflict between Cuban citizens
and their government. Dec. 3: Colombian President Cesar Gaviria said the confrontation between
Cuba and the US is "an unnecessary remnant of the Cold War." In a joint statement, the presidents
expressed concern about Cuba's future and promised "full cooperation" so that Cuba "attains, in
peace, justice, freedom and democracy, the enforcement of human rights and an open and free
economic development." They agreed that Cuban participation in the OAS should be conditioned
on evidence of progress toward democratic forms of governing. The statement said Cuba should be
encouraged toward democratization but that Latin America should not break the OAS commitment
to non-intervention and self-determination. The statement represents a compromise between the
position that Cuba should be forced to call elections now represented by Argentina and Costa Rica ,
and opposition to exerting pressure on Havana. The latter position was expressed most consistently
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by Chile, Colombia, Venezuela and Mexico. (Sources: Notimex, 12/02/91; Agence France-Presse,
11/29/91, 12/01-03/91; Spanish news service EFE, 11/28/91, 12/01-04/91)
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